Nerve harvesting procedures.
Autogenous nerve grafts currently set the standard for reconstruction of motor and sensory nerve injuries that cannot be repaired by mobilization, advancement, and approximation, and suturing without tension. Donor nerves such as the GAN and SN are easily accessible and frequently used in maxillofacial microneurosurgery. Other nerves (MACN, LCNF, LTN) may serve well in special nerve reconstruction situations. In the future, availability of biodegradable nerve conduits with neurotrophic factors may render obsolete the reconstruction of the short-span nerve gap (< 3 cm) by autogenous nerve grafts.